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Ms Emperor's interests by flattering the young Turks with visions of a Baghdad railway and potential riches in the Mesopotamian basin and Iranian plateau. As early as 1885 the Turks had played the English false, and the Germans had scored over us by getting the Porte to violate in their favour the lease granted to a British Company to build a railway from Ismidt to Haidar Pasha. This line subsequently became the Anatolian railway, and the result of the Emperor's first visit to Constantinople was its extension to Konieh!
When in 1898 it became desirable for the Germans that this line should be still further extended to Baghdad and the Persian Gulf (the shortest Berlin-India route independent of the sea!), the Emperor himself became the ambassador of German capital. He sought this concession at Constantinople on the occasion of a second visit to the Sultan, who, " tickled to death " by the Emperor's friendship, granted it at once. Though nominally a commercial line, there could be no doubt as to the military significance of this railway when completed. The Russians were not slow to appreciate the value of such a strategic line on their flank. They vetoed its extension towards the Russo-Turkish frontier.
When we left Constantinople Abdul Hamid was still the all-powerful Sultan, friend of the German Emperor. But in the years that followed up to 1908 his prestige waned, and his enemies waxed stronger. After his deposition he was removed with his wives and a favourite cat to the Villa Allatini in Salonika, where doubtless, during the Great War, he could hear the distant sound of the guns he had helped by his pro-German policy to bring into action.CONSTANTINOPLE                   129

Ms Emperor's interests by flattering the young Turks
with visions of a Baghdad railway and potential
riches in the Mesopotamian basin and Iranian plateau.
As early as 1885 the Turks had played the English
false, and the Germans had scored over us by getting
the Porte to violate in their favour the lease granted
to a British Company to build a railway from Ismidt
to Haidar Pasha. This line subsequently became the
Anatolian railway, and the result of the Emperor's
first visit to Constantinople was its extension to
Konieh!

When in 1898 it became desirable for the Germans
that this line should be still further extended to
Baghdad and the Persian Gulf (the shortest Berlin-
India route independent of the sea!), the Emperor
himself became the ambassador of German capital.
He sought this concession at Constantinople on the
occasion of a second visit to the Sultan, who, " tickled
to death " by the Emperor's friendship, granted it
at once. Though nominally a commercial line, there
could be no doubt as to the military significance of
this railway when completed. The Russians were
not slow to appreciate the value of such a strategic
line on their flank. They vetoed its extension towards
the Russo-Turkish frontier.

When we left Constantinople Abdul Hamid was
still the all-powerful Sultan, friend of the German
Emperor. But in the years that followed up to 1908
his prestige waned, and his enemies waxed stronger.
After his deposition he was removed with his wives
and a favourite cat to the Villa Allatini in Salonika,
where doubtless, during the Great War, he could hear
the distant sound of the guns he had helped by his
pro-German policy to bring into action. obstacles to it, such
